
Hansard Wednesday, 1 March 2006

Speech by

Hon. PETER BEATTIE

MEMBER FOR BRISBANE CENTRAL
MINISTERIAL STATEMENT

Wolffdene Dam
Hon. PD BEATTIE (Brisbane Central—ALP) (Premier) (9.47 am): Finally, I notice that we have had

some nonsense about the history of the cancellation of the Wolffdene Dam. I table for the House a
Hansard record in relation to it, together with the Water Infrastructure Planning and Development Plan
1997-1998 to 2001-02. I seek leave to incorporate a statement in Hansard for the information of all
members. 

Leave granted. 
It is time to set the record straight about the Wolffdene Dam.
The National Party has been saying that plans to build a Wolffdene Dam should never have been cancelled but that it is now off the
radar.
The State Coalition Government had the chance to include the Wolffdene Dam in its planning between 1996 and 1998.
In July 1997 it released its unfunded Water Infrastructure Implementation Plan.
The list of projects in the plan does not include any mention of a dam at Wolffdene.
The plan was handed down by the Member for Warrego as Minister for Natural Resources.
The Liberal Leader was in Cabinet.
When the Member for Warrego was sacked from Cabinet in February 1998, the current Opposition Leader became Minister for
Natural Resources.
He did not do anything to put the Wolffdene Dam back on the agenda.
The fact is three successive Queensland Governments have rejected the proposal to build the Wolffdene Dam.
The Wolffdene Dam proposal was a poor option. 
Governments of both sides have recognised that.
Studies undertaken since it was first proposed have indicated original estimates were ambitious. 
The Labor Party is blamed or credited—depending on your perspective—for not pursuing the Wolffdene Dam.
It was Liberal Leader Angus Innes who moved a motion in this place prior to the 1989 State election demanding the then Government
“not proceed with the construction or planning of the Wolffdene dam in any way, now or at any time in the future”.
Mr Innes cited “social upheaval” and “environmental and social impact” for his opposition.
And, anyway, the Liberal Leader said that there was no evidence that the dam would be needed until the year 2050.
Mr Innes, with the support in this Parliament of new Howard Government Minister Santo Santoro, made the strongest commitment of
all on Wolffdene Dam—a binding, long-term core promise.
Mr Innes said in moving the motion against the dam and I quote: “The Liberal Party wishes it to be clear that it will not support, now or
in the future, the building of a dam at Wolffdene”. 
So let us have no more theatrics and hand-wringing from the inheritors of the Innes declaration—the Member for Chatsworth and
others in the Liberal Party.
No Party in this Parliament supports the Wolffdene Dam.
Only my Government—only Labor—has a comprehensive plan, involving new water infrastructure, to secure water supplies for
south-east Queensland.
Only my Government—only Labor—has the genuine commitment to work with local councils to secure water supplies for south-east
Queensland.
The Opposition has no credible planning policy and no genuine commitment to providing water solutions. 
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